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PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY 

A globally recognized leader in public health, health equity, and globalization. Over 30 years of 

experience in research, teaching, and policy advocacy focused on the social determinants of health. 

Extensive expertise in navigating the intersection of global trade, international development, and health 

policy to foster equitable health outcomes. 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

●​ University of Ottawa | Faculty of Medicine 

○​ Professor Emeritus | 2021 – Present 

○​ Professor & Distinguished Research Chair in Globalization and Health Equity | 2004 – 2021 

●​ University of Saskatchewan | College of Medicine 

○​ Director, Saskatchewan Population Health and Evaluation Research Unit (SPHERU) | 1999 – 

2004 

●​ University of Toronto | Faculty of Medicine 

○​ Assistant Professor (Part-time) | 1990 – 1998 

 

VISITING POSITIONS (1991–2025) 

●​ University of Bologna, Italy 

●​ Maastricht University, Netherlands 

●​ Oxford University, England 

●​ Flinders University of South Australia 

●​ Deakin University, Australia 

●​ Central Queensland University, Australia 

●​ University of Waikato, New Zealand 

 



GOVERNMENT POSITIONS (1974–1993) 

●​ Ministry of Health, British Columbia: 1974 – 1982 

●​ Public Health Department, City of Toronto: 1983 – 1993 

 

EDUCATION 

●​ PhD in Sociology/Public Health, University of Toronto 

●​ MA in Adult Education, University of Toronto 

●​ BA in Political Science and English, University of British Columbia 

 

RESEARCH & EXPERTISE 

●​ Globalization and Health: Impact of trade and investment agreements on public health policy and 

access to medicines. 

●​ Health Equity: Social and economic determinants of health, focusing on marginalized populations. 

●​ Public Health Policy: Governance of global health systems and international organizations (WHO, 

WTO). 

●​ Community Development: Empowerment-based health promotion and community-led health 

interventions. 

 

HONOURS & AWARDS 

●​ Life Achievement Award, Canadian Association for Global Health 

●​ Honorary Fellow (Distinction), Faculty of Public Health, Royal College of Physicians of the United 

Kingdom 

●​ R.D. Defries Medal, Canadian Public Health Association 

●​ Honorary Life Membership, Canadian Public Health Association 

●​ Fellow, Canadian Academy of Health Sciences 

●​ Canadian Public Health Association International Award 

●​ Workplace Health Pioneer, Health, Work and Wellness Institute 

●​ American Public Health Association 17th Margaret Baggett Dolan Lecture 

●​ Association of Commonwealth Universities Fellowship 

●​ Ron McQueen National Award for Excellence in Health Promotion 

 



AFFILIATIONS & SERVICE 

●​ Editor Emeritus, Globalization and Health Journal: 2025 – current 

●​ Editor-in-Chief, Globalization and Health Journal: 2017 – 2024 

●​ Guest Co-Editor, Political Economy of Food Series, International Journal of Health Policy and 

Management: 2019 – 2021 

●​ Editorial Board Member, International Journal of Health Policy and Management: 2015 – current 

●​ Editorial Board Member, Critical Public Health Journal: 1998 – 2023 

●​ Editorial Board Member, Journal of Critical Public Health: 2024 – current 

●​ Editorial Board Member, Medical Journal of Australia: 2012 – current 

●​ Editorial Board Member, Australian Journal of Health Promotion: 2012 – current 

●​ Active Member, People's Health Movement (PHM) 

●​ Consultant, World Health Organization (WHO) Commission on Social Determinants of Health 

 

TECHNICAL SKILLS & LANGUAGES 

●​ Languages: English (Fluent), French (Proficient) 

●​ Methodology: Qualitative Research, Policy Analysis, Knowledge Translation, Global Health 

Governance Theory 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

McLaren, L., Green, J., Labonté, R. New directions in critical public health: health in turbulent times. 
London: Routledge (2026). 

Labonté, R., Bodini, C. (eds.) Global Health Watch 7: Mobilizing for Health Justice. Quebec: Daraja Press 
(2025). 

Labonté, R., Bodini, C. (eds.) Global Health Watch 6: In the Shadow of the Pandemic. London: 
Bloomsbury Press (2022). 

Gleeson, D., and Labonté, R. Trade Agreements and Public Health: A Primer for Health Policy Makers, 
Researchers and Advocates. London: Palgrave (2020). 

Labonté, R., and Ruckert, A. Health equity in a globalizing era: past challenges, future prospects. Oxford 
University Press (2019). 

Bourgeault, I., Labonté, R., Packer, C., and Runnels, V. (eds.) Population Health in Canada: Issues, 
Research & Action. Toronto: Canadian Scholars Press (2018). 

https://www.routledge.com/New-Directions-in-Critical-Public-Health-Health-in-Turbulent-Times/McLaren-Green-Labonte/p/book/9781032354804
https://darajapress.com/publication/mobilizing-for-health-justice-en
https://phmovement.org/global-health-watch-6-in-the-shadow-of-the-pandemic
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-15-0485-3
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-15-0485-3
https://academic.oup.com/book/34974
https://canadianscholars.ca/book/population-health-in-canada/
https://canadianscholars.ca/book/population-health-in-canada/


Labonté, R., Packer, C., Sanders, D. and Schaay, N. (eds.) Revitalizing Health for All: Case Studies in the 
Struggle for Comprehensive Primary Health Care. University of Toronto Press (2017). 

Labonté, R., Schrecker, T., Packer, C., Runnels, V. (eds). Globalization and Health: Pathways, Evidence and 
Policy. London: Routledge (2009). 

Labonté, R. and Laverack, G. Health Promotion in Action: From Local to Global Empowerment. London: 
Palgrave Macmillan (2008). 

Green, J. and Labonté, R. (eds). Critical Perspectives in Public Health. London: Routledge (2007). 

Labonté, R., Schrecker, T., Sanders, D., Meeus, W. Fatal Indifference: The G8 and Global Health. Cape 
Town: University of Cape Town Press (2004). 

Labonté, R. Health Promotion and Empowerment: Practice Frameworks. Toronto: Centre for Health 
Promotion (1993). 

 

Peer-Reviewed Articles (Non-Exhaustive List) 

1.​ Gleeson, D., Lexchin, J., Tenni, B., & Labonté, R. (2025). An opportunity to remove harmful 
intellectual property provisions from the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership. Health Economics, Policy and Law, 1-8. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1744133125100261 
 

2.​ Labonté, R., Gleeson, D., Joarder, T., Paremoer, L., Storeng, K., van de Pas, R., (2026) 
“Globalization and health in an emerging new world order,” Globalization and Health 22:4, p.1-4. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-025-01164-x https://rdcu.be/eXXmV  
 

3.​ Labonté, R., “Wellbeing economies: a harder but still important health advocacy goal,” 
International Journal of Health Policy and Management, 2025; 
https://www.ijhpm.com/article_4761_c3cc9a12bbcf93da0572f1db279463f5.pdf 
  

4.​ Walton-Roberts, M., Runnels, V., Sebastyian, I.R., Sood, A., Naikr, S., Thomas, P., Packer, C., 
Labonté, R., Bourgreault, I., “Sending State Perspectives on the Global Migration of Indian 
Nurses,” International Migration, 2025; pp1-11.      
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/imig.70062  
 

5.​ Labonté, R., ‘Public health can no longer fence-sit politically,’ Canadian Journal of Public Health 
online 22 October 2024 pp:1-4. https://doi.org/10.17269/s41997-024-00941-2  
 

6.​ Labonté, R., “Can a wellbeing economy save us?” International Journal of Health Policy and 
Management (2024) 13:8507: 1-6. 
https://www.ijhpm.com/article_4602_7d1c0cb8dd916516c82aafc77e0a14d4.pdf   
 
 

https://idrc-crdi.ca/en/books/revitalizing-health-all-case-studies-struggle-comprehensive-primary-health-care
https://idrc-crdi.ca/en/books/revitalizing-health-all-case-studies-struggle-comprehensive-primary-health-care
https://www.academia.edu/180824/Globalization_and_Health_Pathways_Evidence_and_Policy
https://www.academia.edu/180824/Globalization_and_Health_Pathways_Evidence_and_Policy
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https://books.google.ca/books?id=gr59AgAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover
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https://www.ijhpm.com/article_4602_7d1c0cb8dd916516c82aafc77e0a14d4.pdf


7.​ Brisbois, B., Plamondon, K., Walugembe, D., Pereira, R. C., Edet, C., Dixon, J., Habibi, R., 
Karamouzian, K, Labonté, R., Murthy, S., Ravitsky, V. (2024). “Pandemics, intellectual property 
and ‘our economy’: A worldview analysis of Canada’s role in compromising global access to 
COVID-19 vaccines.” Global Public Health, 19(1). 
https://doi-org.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/10.1080/17441692.2024.2335360  
 

8.​ Ruckert, A., Harris, F., Aenishaenslin, C., Aguiar, R., Boudreau-LeBlanc, A., Carmo, L.P., Labonté, 
R., Lambraki, I., Parmley, E.J., and Wiktorowicz, M.E. (2024) “One Health governance principles 
for AMR surveillance: A scoping review and conceptual framework” Research Directions: One 
Health. (Cambridge) 2024;2:e4. doi:10.1017/one.2023.13. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377932924_One_Health_governance_principles_for
_AMR_surveillance_a_scoping_review_and_conceptual_framework  
 

9.​ Labonté, R., “Transforming capitalism: from top-down to bottom-up,” International Journal of 
Health Policy and Management (2023) https://www.ijhpm.com/article_4536.html  
 

10.​ Astbury, CC., Lee, KM, McLeod, R., Aguiar, R, Atique, A, Balolong, M, Clarke, J, Demeshko, A, 
Labonté, R, Ruckert, A, Sibal, P, Togno, KC, Viens, AM, Wiktorowicz, M, Yambayamba M, Yau, A, 
Penney, T. “Policies to prevent zoonotic spillover: a systematic scoping review of evaluative 
evidence,” Globalization and Health (2023) 
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-023-00986-x  
 

11.​ McNamara, C., Kotzias, V., Bambra, C., Labonté, R., Stuckler, D. “Have COVID-19 Stimulus 
Packages Mitigated the Negative Health Impacts of Pandemic-Related Job Losses? A Systematic 
Review of Global Evidence from the First Year of the Pandemic,” International Journal of Social 
Determinants of Health and Health Services 53(3):1-12, 2023. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/27551938231176374  
 

12.​ Mumford EL, Martinez DJ, Tyance-Hassell K, Cook A, Jansen GR, Labonté R. et al, “Evolution and 
expansion of the One Health approach to promote sustainable and resilient health and 
well-being: A call to action” Frontiers in Public Health (2023) pp. 1-13. 
10.3389/fpubh.2022.1056459. 
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2022.1056459/full  
   

13.​ Labonté, R., Martin, G., Storeng, K. “Editorial: Whither globalization and health in an era of 
geopolitical uncertainty?” Globalization and Health (2022) pp.1-4. 
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-022-00881-x  
 

14.​ Labonté, R. “Ensuring global health equity in a post-pandemic economy,” International Journal of 
Health Policy and Management (2022) 11(8):1246-1250.   
https://www.ijhpm.com/article_4272.html  

 
15.​ Ruckert, A., Labonté, R., Lencucha, R., Goma, F., Drope, J. “Exploring the political economy nexus 

of tobacco production and control: a case study from Zambia,” Critical Public Health 2022; 
33(1):25-36. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09581596.2021.1981540  
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09581596.2021.1981540


16.​ Labonté, R, “A Post-COVID Economy for Health: From the Great Reset to Build Back Differently” 
BMJ (2022) 376:1-3. doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj-2021-068126  
https://www.bmj.com/content/376/bmj-2021-068126.full [ 

 
17.​ Baum. F., Flavel, J., Musolino, C., Paremoer, L. Labonté, R, “Can the world become a place where 

the planet and all people flourish after the pandemic?” BMJ (2022) 377:1-5. 
https://www.bmj.com/content/377/bmj-2021-067872.] 
 

18.​ Gabriela Cuevas Barron, George Laryea-Adjei, Vaira Vike-Freiberga, Ibrahim Abubakar, Henia 
Dakkak, Delanjathan Devakumar, Anders Johnsson, Selma Karabey, Ronald Labonté, Helena 
Legido-Quigley, Peter Lloyd-Sherlock, Isaac Iyinoluwa Olufadewa, Harold Calvin Ray, Irwin 
Redlener, Karen Redlener, Ismail Serageldin, Nisia Trindade Lima, Virgilio Viana, Katherine 
Zappone, Uyen Kim Huynh, Nicole Schlosberg, Hanlu Sun, Ozge Karadag, “Safeguarding people 
living in vulnerable conditions in the COVID-19 era through universal health coverage and social 
protection,” Lancet Public Health 2021, pp.1-7. 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(21)00235-8/fulltext#%20  

 
19.​ Baker, P., Lacy-Nichols, J., Williams, O., Labonté, R., “The political economy of healthy and 

sustainable food systems: an introduction to a Special Issue,” International Journal of Health 
Policy and Management 2021, 10(12), 734–744 
https://www.ijhpm.com/article_4167_cbfb5becc4f149adb4fe616516182298.pdf   
 

20.​ Guerra, G., Orozco, E., Jimenes, P., Ruckert, A., Labonté, R., Salgado de Snyder, N., “Global Health 
Diplomacy in Mexico: Insights from key actors in the field,” Globalization and Health 2021 
(137:1-11) 
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-021-00789-y   

 
21.​ Labonté, R., Wiktorowicz, M., Packer, C., Ruckert, A., Wilson, K., Halabi, S., “A Pandemic Treaty, 

Revised International Health Regulations, or Both?” Globalization and Health 2021 (128:1-4) 
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-021-00779-0  
 

22.​ Barlow, P., Gleeson, D., O’Brien, P., Labonté, R., “Under the influence: is the World Trade 
Organization a forum for industry influence over global alcohol policies? A qualitative analysis of 
alcohol health warnings, 2010-2019,” Lancet Global Health 2022 (online) pp.1-9.. 
https://authors.elsevier.com/sd/article/S2214-109X(21)00570-2   

 
23.​ Labonté R., Johri, M., Plamondon, K., Murthy, S., “Canada, global vaccine supply, and the TRIPS 

waiver,” Canadian Journal of Public Health (2021) 112(4), 543-47. 
http://link.springer.com/article/10.17269/s41997-021-00541-4  

 
24.​ Ruckert, A. Almeida, C, Ramirez, J, Guerra, G, Salgado de Snyder, N, Orozco, E, Alvarenga, A, de 

Sabaoya, AN, dos Santos RM, Sepulveda-Viveros, D, Vivian, E, da Silva Santos, M, Doriabni, K, 
Labonté R., “Global Health Diplomacy (GHD) and the Integration of Health into Foreign Policy: 
Towards a Conceptual Approach” Global Public Health (2021) 17(6): 1041-1054. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2021.1900318 [IF:1.978]  
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“Strengthening National Focal Points ability to implement the International Health Regulations,” 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization (2021) 99(7):536-38. doi: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.270116   
 

26.​ Packer, C., Halabi, S., Hollmeyer, H., Mithani, S., Wilson, L., Ruckert, A., Labonté R., Fidler, D., 
Gostin, L., Wilson K. “A survey of International Health Regulations National Focal Points 
experiences in carrying out their functions,” Globalization and Health (2021) 17:24: 1-9. 
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s12992-021-00675-7.pdf  
 

27.​ Bergen, N., Ruckert, A., Abebe, L., Asfaw, S., Kiros, G., Mamo, A., Morankar, S., Kulkarni, M., 
Labonté, R. “Characterizing ‘health equity’ as a national health sector priority for maternal, 
newborn, and child health in Ethiopia” Global Health Action (2021)14(1):1-11 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2020.1853386    

 
28.​ Barlow, P., van Schalkwyk, M., McKee, M., Labonté, R., Stuckler, D. “COVID-19 and the collapse of 

global trade: what policymakers need to know to build an effective public health response” 
Lancet Planetary Health (2021)5:e102-107 
https://authors.elsevier.com/sd/article/S2542-5196(20)30291-6  
 

29.​ McNamara, C., Labonté, R., Schram, A., Townsend, B. “Glossary on Free Trade Agreements and 
Health: Part 1” Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health (2021) 75:402–406. 
https://jech.bmj.com/content/75/4/402  
 

30.​ McNamara, C., Labonté, R., Schram, A., Townsend, B. “Glossary on Free Trade Agreements and 
Health: Part 2” Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health (2021) 75:407-412. 
https://jech.bmj.com/content/jech/75/4/407.full.pdf   
 

31.​ Kurji, J., Gebretsadik, L., Wordofa, M., Sudhalar, M., Bedru, K., Bulcha, G., Bergen, N, Kiros, G., 
Asefa, Y., Asfaw, S., Mamo, A., Endale, E., Thavorn, K., Labonté R., Taljaard, M., Kulkarni, M. 
“Effectiveness of upgraded maternity waiting homes and local leader training on improving 
institutional births: a cluster-randomized controlled trial in Jimma, Ethiopia” BMC Public Health 
(2020) 20:1953:1-15. 
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-09692-4  
 

32.​ Townsend, B., Friel, S., Freeman, T., Schram, A., Strazdins, L., Labonté, R., Mackean, T., Baum, F. 
“Advancing a health equity agenda across multiple policy domains: a qualitative policy analysis of 
social, trade, and welfare policy” BMJ Open (2020) 10(11):1-9.  
 

33.​ Musolino, C., Baum, F., Freeman, T. Labonté, R., Bodini, C., Sanders, D., “Global health activists’ 
lessons on building social movements for Health for All” International Journal for Health Equity 
(2020) 19:116, pp.1-14.  
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qualitative study of Australia and the (Comprehensive and Progressive) Trans Pacific 
Partnership,” International Journal of Health Policy and Management (2020) p.1-12 
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